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Pajaro Valley Water
Management Agency
ÅFormed by the CA State Legislature 

in 1984 ςά!ƎŜƴŎȅ !Ŏǘέ

ÅOur Job: Achieve Sustainable 
Groundwater Resources

ÅMulti-jurisdictional: City of 
Watsonville, parts of Santa Cruz, 
Monterey and San Benito Counties

ÅBasin Management Planning, Well 
Metering, Hydrologic Modeling, 
Supplemental Water, Conservation 
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Pajaro River Watershed ~1300 mi2

PV Water Boundary ~120 mi2
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PV Water Directors 

Four Elected &

Three Appointed

Dwight Lynn 

Division A

Don Bussey

Division B

Amy Newell 

Division C

Bob Culbertson

Division D

- Javier Zamora, MoCo

- Tom Broz, SCCo

- Vacant, CoW
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Sustainable Groundwater Management Act



7

Sustainable Groundwater Management Act

ÅThe Sustainable 
Groundwater Management 
Act or SGMA (September 
2014) requires that high 
priority, critically overdrafted 
groundwater basins such as 
the Pajaro Valley be brought 
into balance by 2040.

ÅIf not, the State Water 
Resources Control Board 
may intervene and may 
impose pumping restrictions.
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Pajaro Valley Water & SGMA

ÅPV Water Est. 1984

ÅBasin Management Plans 
(aka Groundwater 
Sustainability Plan???) in 
1999, 2002, 2014

ÅSGMA Adopted, Fall 2014

ÅGroundwater Sustainability 
Agency, Fall 2015

ÅBasin Boundary 
Modification, Spring 2016

ÅGroundwater Sustainability 
Plan - Alternative Submittal, 
Winter 2016

ÅProp. 1 Sustainable 
Groundwater Planning Grant 
- $1.5 million, Spring 2018, 
pending Alternative
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State of the Basin
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Irrigated 
agriculture

37%
Non-

irrigated 
agriculture

3%

Native 
Vegetation 
/ Riparian

43%

Urban 
(Turf)
17%

Ag-Economy
- >28,000 Irrig Acres

- Est. Crop Value  

$1,000,000,000
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2017 Valley-wide Water Use

- Agriculture ~ 85 %

- M & I ~ 13 %

- Rural Residential ~ 2 %

Water Sources

- 96 % Groundwater

- ~850 Ag Wells

- ~1,200 RR Wells

- 1 % Surface Water

- 3 % Recycled Water
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PVHM Report

Hanson, et al, 2014

Pajaro 
Valley 
Aquifer 
System

Six Model 

Layers:
ÅAlluvium

ÅAlluvial Confining 

Unit

ÅUpper Aromas

ÅAromas Confining 

Unit

ÅLower Aromas

ÅPurisima
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Groundwater
92.7%

Surface Water
2.0%

Recycled Water
5.3%

Pajaro Valley Water Sources
49,445 acre-feet of water use in 2017
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Existing Water Supply Facilities
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Grants to Fund Water Supply Projects

ÅApproximately half of 
constructed project costs 
were funded through grants

ÅPV Water projects, which 
focus on water conservation 
and optimize use of local 
resources, are competitive 
for federal and state funding
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Existing Water Supply Facilities to 
Reduce Overdraft & Seawater Intrusion
ÅHarkins Slough Facility
ïManaged Aquifer Recharge & 

Recovery

ïStream flow diversion

ï8,000 AF recharged since 2002

ÅRecycled Water Facility
ï4,000 AFY irrigation season 

capacity

ïDrought tolerant supply

ïReduces discharge of secondary 
effluent to marine sanctuary

ÅCoastal Distribution System
ïOver 21 miles of water conveyance 

pipeline

ÅBlend Supplies
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Harkins Slough Managed 

Aquifer Recharge & Recovery
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Recycled 
Water Facility


