SANTA CRUZ MID-COUNTY GROUNDWATER AGENCY (MGA)
Meeting Minutes

May 1

9, 2016

1. Call to Order: Mr. Jaffe called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.

2. Roll Call
Present: C. Abramson, J. Benich, B. Daniels (for T. LaHue), Z. Friend, B. Jaffe, J.

Kennedy, J. Kerr, D. Lane, R. Marani, C. Mathews, J. Ricker (for J. Leopold)

Absent: T. LaHue, J. Leopold

Staff : T. Carson, R. Duncan, R. Menard, S. Ryan, M. Schumacher,
L. Strohm, J. Townsend
Others: There were approximately 16 members of the public in attendance.

Presentations: There were no presentations.

3.

Public Hearing

3.1 Hold a Public Hearing Regarding the MGA’s Intent to File with the State to be
Designated as the Groundwater Sustainability Agency for the Santa Cruz Mid-
County Groundwater Basin

The public comment period was opened.

Name: Doug Deitch, private well owner; Executive Director, Monterey Bay
Conservancy

Comments: Mr. Deitch expressed his objections to the process to date of private well
representation. He referenced his testimony to the State Water Resources Control
Board citing minute 11:00 at www.thebestthatmoneycantbuy.org. He stated that
there has not been an equitable process in selecting the Private Well Owners (PWO)
and questioned how they were selected. He added that the City of Santa Cruz should
have one representative and that it will be 20 years before something has to be done.
He then referenced water levels, his application to serve as part of the Basin
Implementation Group, and asked the group to review the handout he provided. Mr.
Deitch urged the group to enforce existing groundwater sustainability laws, and
mentioned that groundwater emergencies are supposed to be considered through a
public hearing process. Mr. Deitch noted that the last public hearing was in 2014,
and that there is a well ordinance that makes it illegal to overdraft water basins. For
the last thirty years, the California Coastal Commission (CCC) should have been
ensuring that basins were not over drafted. He expressed a need for PWO to advocate
for following the law and the local coastal plan. Mr. Deitch directed the group to
www.lawandorderliberal.net, www.ourinconvenienttruth.net, and his letter
requesting Charles Lester’s resignation from the CCC. He suggested that fallowing
acres in the Pajaro Valley would stop saltwater intrusion. He closed by highlighting
the $11 billion available under Proposition 1 and reallocated rail funds.
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Name: Brian Lockwood, Live Oak Resident; Senior Water Resources Hydrologist,
Pajaro Valley Water Management Agency (PVWMA)

Comment: Mr. Lockwood provided comment as a resident of Live Oak and someone
who is close to the water business. He expressed his opinion that with the challenges
to keeping growth and conservation going, this group has done a great job of reaching
out to the community as a whole. He continued that it is in the best interest of the
area for this group to become the local Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA),
and that as a resident of Live Oak he fully supports that decision. Mr. Lockwood then
spoke as a representative of the PVWMA and alluded to the long history of
collaboration of people in the room which has been going on for decades. This
collaboration is at the heart of what this group is trying to do, namely to help local
agencies reach sustainability goals through collaboration. He closed by adding that
the Pajaro Valley GSA looks forward to continued collaboration through data sharing
and interbasin agreements. Mr. Lockwood reiterated his support for this group to
become the GSA and noted that the PVWMA supports the group as well.

Name: Elaine Rohlfes

Comment: Ms. Rohlfes asked about the difference between an aquifer and a basin,
and expressed her hope to learn something here. She asked whether she was in the
right place, and added that it looks like this is a big business meeting. Ms. Rohlfes
stated that she does not understand the language being used and questioned whether
this gathering was going to be helpful. If not, she asked where to go to learn more
about groundwater management in the area.

Mr. Jaffe responded that he appreciated her feedback, and that the group will need
to ensure there is enough information available online and in person for those that
may be new to the process. Mr. Duncan offered to follow up personally with Ms.
Rohlfes. There will be other opportunities for public input and engagement on the
options and solutions that will be part of the process getting underway in the fall.

MOTION: Mr. Lane; Second: Mr. Daniels. To close the public hearing. Motion passed
unanimously.

3.2 Board Action Following Public Hearing on Filing with the State to be
Designated as the GSA for the Santa Cruz Mid-County Groundwater Basin

Mr. Jaffe noted as a point of order that the group should approve the bylaws before
proceeding. Ms. Menard reviewed the process for becoming a GSA, and circulated a
revised letter to the state with language from Cameron Tana at HydroMetrics WRI
regarding the basin boundaries. The group proceeded to item 6.1 and then returned
to this motion below.

MOTION: Mr. Lane; Second: Ms. Mathews. To approve the attached resolution and
authorize the chair to sign the letter and add attachments as necessary. Motion
passed unanimously.
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6.

Administrative Business
6.1 Review and Take Action to Adopt Agency Bylaws or Provide Direction for
Further Revisions for Consideration by the Board at its July 21, 2106 Meeting

Ms. Menard reviewed the work of the bylaws subcommittee to date and the bylaws
generally. The group agreed on the need to create an ethics policy and conflict of
interest policy as future actions to be adopted at a later date. Suggestion for a future
amendment, to have ethics training as a requirement for all members that can be
completed online.

On p. 73 item 5.1, are temporary board committees subject to the Brown Act?

e The group reviewed the number of people required for financial decisions
related to the Brown Act. The current Joint Powers Authority (JPA) requires
7 members to be present, but the group recommended changing it to 6 and
having an attorney review this section further as a future action item.

e Any staff members present do not count towards the 6 members required.

e Short term non-Brown Act subcommittees can make recommendations, but
cannot vote on final decisions or substantive items. Those must come to the full
board as public agenda items.

On p. 76 inspection rights item 9.3 there is a typo
e Correct 8.2.2 to read 9.2.2.

What does “make extracts” mean?
e In this context it is intended to mean excerpts or partial copy.

MOTION: Mr. Daniels; Second: Ms. Mathews. To adopt agency bylaws with the
changes recommended above. Motion passed unanimously.

Oral Communications (Items not on the Agenda)

Mr. Daniels reported on an issue raised at the Association of California Water
Agencies conference. Having a group with some individuals from agencies and others
not could violate Proposition 218 since agencies would be spending rate payer money
benefiting others that are not paying. He added that the group should design a
funding solution sooner than later.

Mr. Marani shared that other basins are fighting over who represents PWO and
taxation without representation. He suggested getting legal input in the future. The
group discussed the need to identify the relationship with PWO before establishing
fees, the benefit to the county as a whole of a sustainably managed basin, and the
need to represent different types of wells in the future.

Mr. Daniels reported that the Soquel Creek Water District Board has hired a
consultant to complete an Environmental Impact Review of a supplemental water
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supply option, the Advanced Purified Groundwater Replenishment Project, in the
next 18 months.

Mr. Jaffe and Mr. Ricker attended the Santa Margarita Groundwater Advisory
Committee meeting on May 11th and reported that the group wants to know about
the MGA’s process.

5. Consent Agenda
5.1  Approve Minutes of the March 17, 2016 MGA Meeting
5.2 Approve Agreement with Community Foundation for Staffing Services
5.3  Approve Letter of Representation with the County Counsel for Legal Services
5.4  Filing Notifications to Establish the MGA via a JPA

MOTION: Mr. Lane; Second: Ms. Mathews. To pass the consent agenda as amended
by removal of item 5.1. Motion passed unanimously.

Items Removed from the Consent Agenda:
5.1  Approve Minutes of the March 17, 2016 MGA Meeting

Replace Ms. Menard with Ms. Mathews where she seconded on p.47 of 112.

MOTION: Ms. Mathews; Second: Mr. Ricker. To approve the minutes of March 17,
2016 as amended. Motion passed unanimously. Abstentions: Mr. Daniels, Mr. Lane.

6. Administrative Business Continued
6.2  Appointment of Board of Director Representatives of PWO

MOTION: Mr. Daniels; Second: Ms. Mathews. To reappoint the present PWO
representatives. Motion passed unanimously.

The group discussed the need to assuage potential public perception that the agencies
are picking PWO that have the same views that they do, and acknowledged that the
goal was to have diverse views represented during the selection process. One
suggestion was to require applicants to get 20 signatures from their neighbors. It is
possible that the PWO might organize themselves in the future and form an
association that promotes specific representatives. Ultimately the agencies have to
select the representatives.

How were the PWO selected?
e 25 people applied, the subcommittee narrowed the group down to 10 applicants
that represented a range of viewpoints.

Where was the position posted?
e At each of the eight public meetings, and with notices in the paper.



Santa Cruz Mid-County Groundwater Agency
Meeting Minutes — May 19, 2016
Page 5 of 6

e The group acknowledged that the process for getting the word out could be
1mproved in the future.

MOTION AMENDED: Mr. Daniels; Second: Ms. Mathews. To reappoint the existing
PWO representatives, and designate two appointees with two year terms and one
appointee with a four year term — who serves what terms (4 year vs. 2 year) will be
determined at the next meeting. Motion passed unanimously.

The group needs to appoint an alternate PWO by the next meeting, how will that be
handled?

e There was a suggestion made to look at the list of original applicants that were
rated and contact the next person in line to see if they are still interested in
participating.

e The group agreed by consensus that staff should proceed as indicated above
outside of this meeting.

6.3  Approve Report from HydroMetrics WRI titled “Shallow Groundwater
Elevation”

The group discussed the analysis presented in the report and the potential
significance of the findings.

MOTION: Ms. Mathews; Second: Mr. Kennedy. To accept the report from
HydroMetrics WRI titled “Shallow Groundwater Elevation.” Motion passed
unanimously.

7. Information Items
7.1 Additional MGA Contributions

Mr. Duncan reviewed the memo submitted for this item.

8. Oral Reports
8.1 Board Member Reports

None
8.2  Staff Reports

Mr. Ricker noted that the county is working with the Department of Water Resources
to finalize a grant for counties with distressed water basins. They are in the process
of finalizing the work plan and expect to start work in July.

When can the group expect the groundwater model from HydroMetrics WRI?
e Hopefully at the end of the summer, they are currently incorporating various
climate change scenarios and resolving coding issues.
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The Groundwater Resources Association of California will be hosting an event on
June 8-9th in Sacramento on “Developing Groundwater Sustainability Plans for
Success.” For more information go to: http://www.grac.org/june-sgma.asp.

Ms. Menard reported that the Senior Water Resource Planner position has been open
for three weeks and the deadline may be extended. She reviewed the hiring process
and next steps regarding transitioning into the plan development stage.

Staff circulated an electronic mailing list signup sheet to members of the public.

Why HydroMetrics WRI?
e The Soquel Creek Water District will reassess next year, the decision was
made with input by experts and the District’s technical oversight committee.
e There are overlapping models on each side of Santa Cruz Mid-County
Groundwater Basin. Ultimately these models are all going to have to be
consistent with each other, the process of selecting which ones to use will be
an ongoing process.

Mr. Friend raised a point of order, namely that the group should only discuss items
listed on the agenda moving forward.

9. Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 8:22 p.m. The next meeting will be held at 7:00 p.m. on
July 21st a location to be determined and posted at www.midcountygroundwater.org/.

SUBMITTED BY: APPROVED BY:

Julia Townsend, Program Associate Cynthia Mathews
Regional Water Management Foundation = Board Secretary
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3243 Porter Gulch foad
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Jear Mr. Ceitcn:

I appreciate very much your application to scrve on the Water Advisory
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Central Valley locales sinking 2 inches a month as groundwater ... hltp:ilwww.samacmmenlinel.conﬂgeneml-newsl201508]9Ice;1tr..

Fa

us. Geolog.ical Survey hydrologist Michelle Sneed is photographed at a ground wateLinkoilisring well along the Delta-Mendota Canal
Tuesday, Feb. 11, 2014 near Los Banos, Calif. Damage to the canal from possible grofidtdimbtelfenge is being studied by the agency. (Aric
Crabb/Bay Area News Group)

By Lisa M. Krieger, lkrieper@mercurynews.com
Posted: 08/19/15,6:37 PM PDT | Updated: on 08/19/2015
SCommenis

Satellites measuring the great Central Valley reveal that the Jand is dropping faster than ever before, as the state’s devastating drought causes thirsty
Californtans to drain a subierrancan reservoir,

Some places are sinking almost 2 inches a month, a trend that so alarms officials that they are urging regulation of new wells.

“The most important thing that can happen is for counties to pass or strengthen ordinances that limit over-pumping,” California Depantment of Water
Resources director Mark Cowin, said at a Wednesday morning press conference releasing the new data, collected by the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration. “It will take that kind of action to have any rcal effect.”

Last year, the state created a framework to regulate groundwater — the first time in state history — but it won't be fully implemented until 2020. And
then it will take a decade or two for water levels to rebound, Cowin ’gaid.

ound two hoispots” of greatest subsidence. One was Rear the town of Corcoren, between Fresno and Bakersficld. Another was near the town
of El Nio, near Chowechilla.

The scientists also found areas near the California Aqueduct sank up to 12.5 inches, with eight inches of that occurring in just four months of 2014,

Subsidence has already damaged wells, roads, bridges and aqueducts — and further sinking has the potential to damage them still more, according to
authoritics. Already, changes in elevation mean that state irrigation water must be moved into the Delta-Mendota Canal from behind the Mendota
Dam, located at the confluence of the San Joaquin River and Fresno Slough, said Jeanine Jones, DWR's deputy drought manager and interstale
resources manager.

“Because of increased pumping, groundwater levels are reaching record lows —up to 100 feet lower than previous records,” Cowin said in a prepared
statement. “As extensive groundwater pumping continues, the land is sinking more rapidly and this puts nearby infrastructure at greater risk of costly
damage.”

The floor of the fertile Central Valley is filled with deep layers of clay, sand and gravel, left by ancient lakes and streams. Between these layers is fresh
water, called aquifers.

As water is extracted, the layers’ loose clay particles compress, stacking like pancakes. Then the heavy ground above them colfapses. Even when the
aquiler recovers, the ground may stay damaged, capable of holding less water.

NASA obtained the subsidence data by comparing satellite images of the Earth’s surface over time.

Jof8 5/19/16, 1:27 PM
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News, music, movies, events & restaurants in Santa Cruz, Callifornita
from Metro Santa Cruz weekly
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Bullhorn: Get Your
Weighing in on the desal debate, Doug Deitch of the Monterey Bay Busmess
Conservancy and multiple runs for supervisor wonders why nobody Online
mentions a 1987 well ordinance that could have been invoked to stop
aquifer overdraft. Show up on
By Douglas Deitch Google

Search &
Maps.

ON JAN. 6, 1987, then—Supetvisor chairman Gary P'atton signed into law the "County Well Attract New
Ordinance.” This law, one of many conceived and designed by Mr. Patton, was intended to
protect our groundwater from contamination from a number of possible causes, In this Customers
ordinance, saltwater intrusion from basin overdraft was and still today is specifically noted and Online Now.

covered by this law.

Mr. Patton’s law was carefully crafied by him as a part of our local coastal plan so,
notwithstanding the promise of desalination or anything else, the natural limit of local water
supplies could not legally be ighored by our supervisors. This was achieved by requiring that the
Board of Supervisors immediately declare a groundwater emergency and take specific remedial
measures in any county groundwater basin which is in overdraft and drawing water beyond that
basin's sustainable yield.

Although quite possibly all county basins were actually in overdraft in 1987, the first
comprehensive County Water Resources Report in 1998 officially established these overdraft
conditions in all cur kocal aquifers. In this report, saltwater intrusion resource loss in Soquel
Creek's and PYWMA's shared basin, the Aromas Red Sands, was estimated to be 15,000 acre feet
of loss per year. Water use was guantified at a massive yearly 200 percent or three times
overdraft, around go percent used and ex&)rled in 25 percent of this country's berries. No
remedial or any actions have ever been taken by our supervisors, as required by Mr. Patton's law,

To replace this amount of water loss would require construction and full time operation of
around seven new $40 million to $100 million Santa Cruz desal plants. Put another way, Soquel
Creck Water District is draining the equivalent of seven desal plants a year to saltwater intrusion,
year in and year out for 20--30 years, at one end of their district, and they want to partner with
SCMU to build one plant by 2015 at the other end to address this problem?

Does this seem like a "sustainable” solution? We will have lost the equivalent of ancther 42 Santa
Cruz desal plants’ water by then--and that's added on to the 84 plants's worth of water officially
lost since 15981 We're tatking billions of dollars of our irreplaceable water supply permanently
gone, exproprigted from our water comimons in berry product by primarily transnational tenant
%%l;ibusinesses like Driscolls, Pole, CalGiant and TriCal--the Bromide Barons--and yes, UC, too.

t's why the late Mare Reisner, author of Cadiflac Desert, speaking here in 1998, described this
same loss as "the worst in the world.”

1 have heard and read with much
interest a number of Mr. Patton's
recent letters and statements on the
radio and in news articles in this
paper last week and elsewhere
relating to our water, the new desal
plant, UCSC expansion, Atkinson
Lane development in Watsenville and
other local land use matters in the
Greater Monterey Bay Region. Yet,
since 1998, I have never one time
heard one word from Mr, Patton
mentioning his well rdinance and its requirement, crafted by him, that our Board of Supervisors
declare a "groundwater emergency” and implement the reasonable and required remedial
measures he designed into the law to protect our water supply for us, our children and our
grandchildren. I wish he would please explain to us all why he hasn't and why he remains silent
while his well ordinance and the walersugplies it is designed to protect and conserve is ignored
and disregarded continuously since 1998 by his successors, supervisors Wormheudt and
Coonerty, and, apparently, by himself as well.

Advertiser Links

San Francisco.com Real Estate
Moving to the Bay Area just became easy, Let San
Francisco.com show you all the homes currently for sale.

Sag Jose.com Raal Estate
Relocating to San Jose or Silicon Valley? Let San Jose,com
Introduce you to some expert area real estate agents.

Aptos resident Doug Deitch is executive director of the Monterey Bay Conservancy.

Send a letter to the editor about this story.

5/19/16, 1:40 PN
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Gary A. Patton Doug, | appreciate your consistent efforts to draw attention to
the importance of the Santa Cruz County ordinance you are citing to in this
comment. If you will notice, the action taken on January 6, 1987 would have
been a consent agenda final adoption of an ordinance debated and adopted
preliminarily at an earlier meeting. | don't, in fact, remember the genesis of this
item, which you have always attributed to me. Maybe that isn't correct. On
January 6, 1987, | signed the ordinance on behalf of the Board, since | was the
Chairperson. That doesn't mean that | actually did anything special, and the
"Patton Record" was my (not infallible) effort to document those items for
which | could claim some personal responsibility, and that | thought important
when | did the recording. Probably, | just omitted a reference that in retrospect
| should have placed within the listing; or possibly | had nothing at all to do with
the ordinance, in terms of personal leadership, and so omitted it from the list
on that basis. At any rate, | am glad that this ordinance exists, and | tend to
agree with you that those in charge of Santa Cruz County government at the
current moment would do well to think about utilizing its provisions.

Unlike - &5 5
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ORDINANCE ND. _3806

AR ORDINANCE REPEALING EXISTING CHAPTER 7.70 RELATING TO WATER
WELLS AND ADDING NEW CHAPTER 7.70 RELATING TO WATER WELLS

e ttring,

SECTION 1
Chapter 7.70 of the Santa Cruz County Code is hereby repealed.

SECTION II

Title 7 of the Santa Cruz County Code is herehby amended by adding
Chapter 7.70 thereto, said new Chapter to read:

CHAPTER 7.70

7.70.010 Purpose of Provisions.

7.70.020 Definitions.

7.70.030 Peprit—Required—Issuance.
7.70.040 Permit—Expiration

7.70.050 Permit-—Suspension or Revocation.
7.70.060 Licensed Contractor Reguired.
7.70.070 State Reporting.

7.70.080 Inspections.

7.70.090 Technical Standards,

7.70,100 Special Groundwater Protection.
7.7
1.7

7.70.150 Abatement Generally.

7.70,160 MNuisance-—Abatement of Safety Hazard.
7.70,170 Variances.

7.70.180 Amendrents.

7.70,010 Purpose of Provisions.

It is the purpose of this chapter to provide for the construction, '
repair, and reconstruction of all wells, including cathodic protection
wells, test wells and monitoring wells, to the end that the groundwater of
this county will not be polluted or contaminated and that water obtained
from such wells will be suitable for the purpose for which used and will
not jeopardize the health, safety or welfare of the people of this county.
It is also the purpose of this chapter to provide for the destructien of
abandoned wells, monitoring wells, test wells, and cathodic protection
wells found to be public nuisances, or when otherwise appropriate, to the
end that all such wells will not cause pollution or contamination of
groundwater or otherwise jeopardize the health, safety or welfare of the
pecple of this county. It is also the purpose of this chapter to
implement policies of the County General Plan and the Local Coastal
Program Land Use Plan,
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A groaawator eocrgency sholl be declared in arcas desonstratod to be
experiencing a grandwater overdraft exceeding the safa yield in order to
prevent further depletion ard degradation of water resources where soch
degradation threatens the public health, safety and welfare of the
cozmunity. The emesgency shall have no effect on drilling of ronitoring
or cathodic prelectlen wells.

Vv
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Declagaticn. A declaration of a groundvater emergency shall be
mnde by the Boa:d of Supecvisors only after a public hearing.
Suxch oan emergency chall be declared by resalution of the Board
after the public hearing to congider all relevant information
such as, but not limited to, the 204t current groundwakter study,
recorrondat ions of water purveyors and the Water Advisory
Cocmisaion and only after the following findings can be

1. ‘The denignated area {5 experiencing a groundwater overdraft
cxooeding the long-term average asnual recharge of
grondwater [egaILCe;

2. The creation of new wells or the expansion of existing wells
will significantly increage the derand on the affected
oquifer and thezoby lncrease the overdsaft: and

3. The continuation of the overdraft will result in further
depletion and degradaticn of the water renouzee that cim lénd
to, but is mot limiced to, {npaincent of the aguifer or
allowing the Ingress of low-quality or saline watorg.

Immediote Measure to Alleviate. In areas wherc a groundwater
emergency i doclared, the Board of Supegrirors ghall take action
to egtabliah water conservation measvresiito linit constructicon
of now wellsgbto regulate puzping fron or cxpansion of existing
welln, and in order to prevent further depletion and degradation
of the affocted aquifer. In taking these actions, the Board
ghall give consideration to the sassenal neods of sgricultuce
including, but not limited to, the following factors.

1. Mgrigulture’s need to repair, maintain and replace existing
wells gerving existing agricultural use acreage;

2. Hel) construction for agricultural use o serve existing
aqricultural acreage whin new parcels are created doe to
change in leqgal ownership, split parcels or parcels created
by charge In zoning lawa or other govemzental regulaticnny
and

3. Tho difforent water roquizonents of agricultural ccops.

Long-teon Measures to Alleviate. 1he Board shall Igitiate
actions cuch as, but ret limited to, M%%m
cther agencies with the goal of finding perranent i

the groundwater proebles.

Duration. A groundwater exergency and tho measures enacted to
alleviate the esrergency shall remain in effect untll rescinded as
estahl ished in Subsection F of this Section.

Aroaal Rewiew, The establishment of a qroundwater energency arxd
all actimas to alleviate the emgigency shall bo revieved by the
Boatd of Supervisors within one year of tha date of enactoent of
the Doasures ak a public hearing to decide whother the
declasation of emergency chall remain In effect.

-~
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Ordinance No. 3806

2,70,160 Epencienls

My revision to this chapter which applies to the coastal zone ahall
be reviewed by the Executive Director of the California Coastal Comnission
«o detemmine whether it constitutes an amendzent to the Local Coastal
Progras. When an ordinsoe revision constitutes an avendnent to the Local
Coastal Progras, such revision ahall be processed pursuant to the heatling
and notification provisions of Chapter 13.03 of the Santa Cruz County
Cadeiss a:iui shall be subject to approval by the Califomia Coastal

on.

SECTION 111

This ardinanc
- ion, or after 30 dayvs, whichever i

PASSED AMD ADOPTED this 8%h  day of _Janwary.. . .., 1987, by
the Board of Supervicors of the County of Santa Cruz by the following

-

AYES: SUPESVISORS Forbus, Lev ucchiara, Pagton
NDES: SUPERVISORS Nonc

ABSENT: None

{ % W
County
cc:

County Counsel
Flanning

Envizonmuntal Health
Health Serviges Agoncy

“ll=
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Doug Deitch on "Community Perspectives”
January 23, 1996




January 1996

he Soquel Creck Water Dis

trict stated thal therr well

supfrhu ure sttll in excellent
shape in spite of an increase of Salt
Water tound in monionng wells
slong Aptos, Seascape and La
Selva Beach coasthnes.

The 1es1 results from the
planning stafl siaud sn mcrease an
salt water has been found tn a
monitonng well near the seashore
in the Scascape arca, The increase
was first nouced hy the Soquel
Water Distnct in Augus! and de
seribed 25 “modest.”

Soquel Creck Baeculve
Darecior. Luura Brown, said the
distnct has spent i nuilivn dellars
momitucing the cuastal eguifer. and
has given the resulls o the county
un u 1egular hasis,

“We have had a model
munitonng program since 19817
Brown sand, “and we intend to con-
tinue the program.” She said the
well closest (o the xea near La
Sclva Beach has shown an increas-
g asnaunt of salty waters in recent
Vears.

“Ti's hike a rever changing
course,” Brown explained, "Be-
cause of fulling water levels it the
Puajaro Valley, the water stream 1n
the Aromas Red Sands Aquifer
{which feeds into the areat is now
flowing m thu directon ieward
the Pajoro Valley b, and away from
the coast.”

Waler Distnct consultant.

EXHIBIT 1

Aplos Times

Ioe Scalminini. clmened the prob-
lem 1% duc to overdrait in the

Pajara Valley where supphes of

water wre being used up faster than
they can be repluced,

"Brown went nn o ex-
pare thast the Pajaro Valley 1s the
low part of the aguifer... 1and. be-
cause of the uverdraft) u salt wa-
ter ‘wedge' has developed .. 1
poses no threat to (Soquel Creek)
production wells,” she said,

Supervisor Walt Symons
added that, “I'm very concerned
about the waler prablems in the
Pajaro Valiey. People along the
coast have to be seriously con-
cerned.”

Watsenvitle ciy waller 1s
pumped to Pajaro Dunes, white
Soquel Creck s suppiving water
tu several vther small coaswl de-
velopments along San Andreas
Roand.

Brown suid inferences
that the Sequel Purisma Aquifer 1=
1n danges of salt wiser intrusion 1=
overstaled

One third of the distriet’s
water supply comes from Aromas
Red Sands Aquifer. while 1two
thieds comes from the Purisma
Aquifer inat reponiediy 1s i series
of very large umderground lakes
1hat go not connect 10 the Aramas
Reud sands Aguifer

Brown called the
County’s Nadings. " Nothing

District Update on
a t e r by Dick Little

cess of puttiag a plan together.

“We dua’t have acrisis,”
assured Brown, “Behavior tn une
aquifer 15 aut a precursor o the
other.”

She emphasized thot the
two aquifers are not attached to
each other. “They re not cven n
the same geological formanan...
The ground waler 15 not the
same,” she added,

Symons smd there 15 a
possibility some or sl of tw prob-
lem has been coused by the shifi-
ing Eastern Pacific Plate, "We
need 10 check out geodetic mave-
ment... Nobody has 1aken 3 look
ul these pmblcrns

The Pajarn Valley Wter
Management Agency 1s consader.
ing a pipeltne that would bring in
water from an outside source (o
shore up the gruund water sup-
phes in their arca. The Agency
clamed that gewing fvderal wa.
ter trom the San Felipe Project is
at feast ten years away

The biggest drain on
water that the county has ey be
maore concerned about are the
large housing projects thal are
propased by the Redevelopmeni
Agency. Symons painted out. Al
vl The iow income housing we are
propasing will pobble up the wa.
ter... How can vou say there's no
water and then say more affosd.
able housing must be built!™

new We are currendy in the pro-
| e e
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{COUNTY OF SANTA CRUZ
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P.O. BOX 542 701 OCEAN STREET
SANTA CRUZ, CALIFORNIA 95061
(408) 454-2099

September 20, 1999

Douglas Deitch

3540 Porter Gulch Road
Aptos CA 95003

Dear Mr. Deitch:

The Santa Cruz Civil Grand Jury ts in receipt of your complaint dated September 3, 199,
and assigned case #SDY9-104,

We will advise you of the disposition of this complaint

Thank you for bringing this matter to our attention.

Sincerelyyours,
=
Caik

chard, Foreperson
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It’s all about ‘our’ water, right?

U very conrerne! abont our
water Alter roardhing thts, | hope
yoy wall b 1o [hd yon nolice
how I sard “our” water! Although
5.l nrornied mag be 3,080 of 1y
Relghbaors in Soquel Creek Water
Dustrice, have my own privade well,
s sl all "our” widter Maklie no
mistake shois it

I case you Jditn’t kees, ey
eludin® the refatively  senaldl
aisngng provided to the Gy of
Santa 'ty ftane thee Sae Laspasioe
Hever by Lariha Jaggest §rigartioeg
of e water aunpky wr Jiuiala
Cong Connty ansd she onrirs
Mautepesy Bay Bevven e vl
St et i Bl prcapid adul g g
plieed tous s fa saneime s well Wi
il tITHGTE W ateer W e e e
Iy depeadent an ot fmte aqul -
replisceible nndertronirk Storage
in a number of difterent bsins or
nauifers And, by the way, ddon’t
nxpect tha! the boundaries ol
thoar hasins corresgauml in any
vanapstent vr logpeal way bee 1he
bouttidaries of the above groul
sgencies that veersee Tour™ waler
They don't

Al iy neighibaars finc dud lng sy
water dastricr. Sugrr) revk Wi
tor Itainet Yl § hoasve auf straws
ity e St ey e pronnid ses
ey s, the Panisiso and the Aro
s fead Sands to the sayth
Parisimn soppbiers abaal tn-
thaads pd aCM D5 wates, it Adu
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“Free water must, by definition,
cost nothing. However, there are
enormous costs. We just haven’t
started paying them vyet.”
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GOVERNMENIAL CENTCR : 701 OCFAN STREET SANTA CRUZ, CALIFOANIA 95080-4088
) 0N 34 200 ATES she-208 PaR (a0 43302 TOD a0l Ml T2Y
JANET K. BEAUTZ WALTER J. 3YNONE
PINAT DISTRICT BECOND DATRIST “':'-?n'nggﬁ'v'r.g}"" r%ﬁ!r‘o’u"&g::lgv Jr!:u‘l.!'l!!n-l!::‘t’

AGBNDA: &/16/9B
June 13, 1998

BQARD OF SOPRRVISORS
County of Santa Cruz
701 Ocean Street

S5anta Cruz, CA 95060

RE: SETTING JBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER DECLARATION
OF GROUNDWATER EMERGENCY LN THZ PAJARD VALLEY

Dear Mombars of the Board:

There has baan conaiderahblu public discussion about the atatus of
the groundwater regources in the Pajazu valley. On June 2, 1998,
the voters in the Pajoro Valley Water Management Agency’s {PUNMA)
jurindiceion adopted Measurs C which mandatee, for a poriod of 10
years, that the PVWMA shall postpone dasign or conatruction ot a
pipuline to import watur luto the fajuro Valley, lmposed a 10
ynar moratorium on the purchase by the PVWMA of water from any
souree outside of Its boundaries, and alaa mandared a raducrion
in the augmentation feeg ckarged —o watar uacrs in che Pajaro
Valley, fees which are used as a4 means of supporting projocity Lo
improve or dovelop water resources.

There scems Lo be little dount that the watar resources available
td the FVWNA and its users are in & scate of overdraft. Last
wgak, in conoidering Itewm 53 on ocur Board agenda related to
oresarion of positions in the County govarnment to help focus the
davoelopmunt ol County water policies, we aleo accepted a documant
entitled "An Bvaluatioh of Water Reaources Menitoring and
Managoment Efforts in Santa Cruz County.” The summary of that.

t, made a part of the agenda itoem as Attachmont 6, in the
section entitled "Tsauam Specific to Bcuth Courty/Pajarc,” made
the following factual findings:

2. Annual pumpage in the Pajaro Bagin ig 68,000 acre-
feer/year. The salc yield of tha basin is cited in the
Basin Management Plan as 31,000 acra-foel/year.
Overdraft lg approximately half at demand. The PVMMA
is planning to develop an additional 28,000 ucre-
tect/yoar to meet demanda through the yeay 2040. \ \

20of8 5/19/16, 12:59 PM
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Monterey Bay Conjervancy

501 Misdlon Street

santa Ciuz. CA 95060
(B31) 424009 County of Santa Cruz
b'om —— ————  —— ———— —
M 3 = —_—— ——— — AT —— —
fus BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
AYQTEAN STRECT SR 500 SANIA CRU2. A 95060 ADED
II‘JIHM-HGO FAY (B!'IIS«MJE! THD {#21) 454 2121
JAKET K BEAUTZ WALTER J S$YMONS ARDI WORMHOUDT TORY CAMPDS JEFF ALMQUIST
HRET MSTRICT SCCOMD CHSTHICT THIRD BISTRICT TOURTH DISTRICT FITTH DISTRICT

April 1i, 2000

Douglas Deitch
31540 Porcer Gulch Hoad
Aptos, CA 95003

Deay Mr. reh: f:)ﬂJ}g{

Thank you for your letrer dated April 6, 2000, request.ng that
the Board reconsider the dction taken at our February 15, 2000,
meeting with regard to Item 61, a progress report on cngning
activities to mitigate overdraft in the Pajaro Yaliey, It is my
personal be.ief that the action takust by the Board at that time
was oppropriate and, accordingly, T am reapectfully declining
your request to bring the matter back before the Board. However,
1 have circulated a copy of your levrer rto each Supervisur for
thexr :individual consideration.

SZinverely,

MAZDI WORMHROUDT, Chair
Noard of Supervisors

MW ned

ee: Clerk of the Board
Planning Department

LU TAG

5/19/16, 12:59 Ph
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COUNTY OF SAN T& CRUL

—Uy R

T3 DCEAM YTRAEET
B AT S0 ATEE YR 2000

SANTA CRUZ. CALIFORNIA 95080 400
LIRS TRLIRY, 4 “TR 0l 434 30

AAY BELGARD

=TT T

JEFF ALMOUIST

FiFTsa L TAUCT

SYMOMNS VARDI WOR“NOUDT

T A B A T

ke L3, 1599
Douglas Delnch
Pogonip Foundacian
591 Mission 3tveet
3an=a Cruz, TA 28L&l
Swear M. Tentoh
TRARR PSU IDr oYOuUr lsgier ata vusne 1. 1904, raqu rzing that
sae daard -=7 a public near.rg ra capgider a declaraticn ar The
existence ¢ 4 countywide zroundwater emergency. o telieve rhat
Board members clearly underssocd that you felt cthat this magtor
sheuld be -onsidered =n oo Sountywide basls--not Jast with regard
¢o tka Patars Valley Watwer “andgement Agenoy. Despite whis Jact,
there wele nut three wotes ISP The veccmmendation of Supervisor
Almguist s hold a pukblis necaring related ro the IVWMA, nor wag
any woticn made =3 hold a nearing to discusce shis mattor oa a
mmunsywide fanin.  Howevar [ onave “:*v:1cd a zepy 25 your lezver
s£= aafk memopy Af The @cari Ser Chel: ancdavidua. CTnoideratieon.
Fingeraly

JERTed
I Trets L the Buard

Memboezs, Board o0 zaluits

flanning Caopavi—ans
e Py R
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Top health official comes under fire
Callfornia's health chicf tried to block an
anti-Rite Aid ad, a drugstore chain that
contributed to Gav. Davis’ campalgn.
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Water activist sues county board

ty DAN WITE
Sorvied safl weies

SANTA CRUZ — Dz Deitch, an unsixe-
cessful candidate th this year's Boand of Su-
pervisors race, is guing the huank, saying it
has bcen negligent ia its handiing of U Pa-
Jare Yalley's water troubles.

Dritely, a property punager, made waler
iizyes the center of his supervisorial cam.
Badgny in 1994 aml again this year. Joung
toth Limes by & wide nargin,

Deitchy lawyer, Alézander llenson of
Careel, suid the 3uil is aa attemp! 1o feree
the superisors to declare 3 pround water
emciyeney it Lhe ajaro Valley, wineh has
lang wreslled with pobilers like waler

undergronnd supply of fresh waler

Supervicors  comsldered  declaning a
ground water emergency last yvar, winch
wotld have coabibed the costly 10 take over
water-manageawnt dudies frum the Pajaro
Valley Water Management Ageacy Ul
nlely, the supervisors opted against the
des in part Lecouse of coprerns over their
Jegal Jurisdiction

Suprrviser Mant Wonmhouwdt said Friclay
1hat ihe lawsuu, liled in Santa Cruz County
Supwrior Court, sirikes bvr as 2 puldicity
#unt.

=1 apprrriate Mr. Deiteh's conten about
waler paenirafl in South County,” she said
=Bt if be ks that it {s going to be sohedd

*If he thinks that {the warer problemn) is going to be solved
by his filing a Jawsuit against the Board of
Supervisors, | wouldn's want 1o rely on him to

water my garden.”

~ Hardl Wormhoudt, county supervisor

Supervisors, | wuull!n‘t want 1o rely oa him
10 walet my garde

“What ke !hinh \1!.1 Lw nevamplished by
this, other than publicity for kmself, | real
{y dton't knew " she gald

The Pajaro Valley Waler Managrment

overdraft and sea waler creeping into the by his flling a tawsuit against the Board of

Afenry has arpued 1hat the supennon

du-ml. bave suthonity
mwer hecavse  tho
mxy won ereatet Iy
Hue stike Logislature i
1934,

Deitel's st wax filed May 12 Henson
said the county buard bas until early June

o respand.
1n reevnt sears, Use taonl has beea divid:
ed on the idoa of 3 pround water emer

Eeny

Wormboudt said the tounty dets noed to
ke working o The issoe, "Lt thal dneant
mean [ think we tieesd to step [n take
ovet the job of clecled membens of water
districts”

The Pajara Vailey water 2 stimates
that Pajare Valley fareens realdents
Jretiag ot Sppvnesicly 68,000 acre feet of
woler pet year. An acre (ool equals 326,000
gallne of water, ehotth water for Shout
Tour houselolds in a3 yosr

In rompansen. rainfall and other tources

Pzase soe LAWEIRT— PAGE At2

Lawsuit

Conticumd bom Page A9

recharpe the water tables ealy
31000 scre foel per year, scrording
ta the agency. Bud these Ogures are
the subject of some debale 1n the
1alley and vary comsiderably frum
yearto year
Henson sail the boatd has resist
ed the idea of declating an area-
wide emergency wn spile of the scr

nuuml escalaling
Delich coeitends ﬁmbmd others in

the county, have sullcred “jrrepaa
ble Injury” {Ium the overdraft nﬁ

supply troubles He 3s seeking no
munetary recourse, exeepd for cowrt
costs,

lienson said the court syutem is
nol an wnusual Meruen to aettle this ¥
fand of concem

“This 3¢ what [ do ail the tite," .
said llenson. noting that he has |
Ated suils against several rouniles,
including Sonocena and Mendocine,
1 foree them o uperade ~deficient”
graeral plans. .

Sentmed staff writer Trma Kiast |
mntﬂbuw 1o thig amdo

Walivciatbimmnsn laalaa

—:Iping hand ..
of them, actually

" of Saturday's
work, 8 new
San Lorenyo

inalad nllva aleascea

Panel
seeks
school
site
Soquel bond

defeat forces
a team effort

By JONDI GUAE
Sertnel vl witer

CAPITULA — Lasg year Uy werp
fizhting like c3ts and dops. Bt now
upponents of Meanie Q. the bond
measure defeated by voters an the
Soquel (Cnion Elementary Sc
District in November, hatv joined
tond advocates 1o try 1o find a suit
nlﬂlr tbckdle xlwimc ;

“Ws going tu take 18 monitu,” pre-
dkm!iua Flustt, a Measure ( sup-
perier who is on & fask forer that
il eeemsnm! pites i (he achuot

*We ward 1o be very Lthorough n.ml

careful abow choosing the right ste
becawse there are so few available”
ahe said

“Everybody’s mid toward a
COMmON Mk mld Keith un
halen a Measure Q cpponenl whn
now heads up a (ask foree subcom
mitlee imvestigating possible sites.

“I'me s lttle surprised, but | just
mol) with tke hea” he ndded.

The 1ask Forre, which inciudes
wchool  district omciall. Capitela

nambare

£ Phameil e

EXHIBIT 1



EXHIBIT 1

County of Santa Cruz

GRAND JURY
701 Ocean Street, Room 318-
Santa Cruz, California 85060
(831) 454-2099

Mr. Dougias Deitch
3540 Porter Gulch
. Aptqs:_CA 95003

Reference: Request for Grand Jury Action
' Complaint cc- 03-001
RE: County Board of Supervisors

Dear Mr. Deitch,

This is to acknowledge receipt of your complaint referenced above. Your request wil] be
considered by the Santa Cruz County Grand Jury. Should you have additional
information, please forward it for inclusion with the complaint file.

Law and policy prohibit the Grand Jury from disclosing any aspect of an inquiry.
Recommendations, if any, may be contained in the Grand Jury Final Report.

Be assured that your identity will be known only to the Grand Jury. We are sworn to
secrecy to ensure confidentiality of your identity and any information you may supply
to us.

Sincerely,

c Rt

Otis Johnson, Foreperson
2003-04 Santa Cruz County Grand Jury

cc:  Grand Jury File
CC Committec
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Douglas Deitch Writs in For Bitato
Assembly-29th DistriztVD
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1. Summary

cacuting the BMP. The No Project Altemnative is defined o2 no remedial setion. ‘That is (o say, no
plans, poficics, progmms, or prujects would be umiertaken by the PVYWMA or any other body or
imdividual is Lhe Basin. Otound water would contivve to be the aoura: of waler fur agricublural
inigation, industrial and commercinl use, and domestic rosidentind use. Ground water we would
Incrouse to meet higher faturo woter demand. The Busin' ovendeafl condition woukd wursen.
Seawater intrusion woulld continus 10 advence undornesth the cossal bands st Use currant tate of
10,000 ngyw-foet per yoar or higher, Irrigation with gronnd watar woulkd eontinue along the const ares
watll the sali content in the sofls bulli up to the paint where agricuttund erops coold not grow.
Domesiic wall along the coast would alse become ummabie as the sodium conlent increased, No
subatitwto waier supplics wouk) beeowie availabic uther’than |nm:‘|mdn; tnutlcd water.

24 !Jeundhlu_m_m.{h&mm - ‘FCA”OWI”

Section 10.2.4, Demand Management Only : Comisins n more detfled
diseussion. This alternative wnuld 16 only dumand management measures by achieve the Agency's
waler manngemet objectives:  to balance water we and supply In ibc Basin ond progressvaly
decreme seawalcr intrusion. The Basin would be brunght inlo balance through mandutory basin.wide
tutmping control only, for residential, agricultural, and industeisl vsers. Ground weics modelling has
inslicated that it would be peocasury to reduce ground water use by 60 perceat [somr current lovels.
All usam in the Basin would receive unly 40 pereent of thedr current noads by the year 2040 Rinee
munivipel and indusirial s cosuprise 23 percant of current wae, the major reducthm wauld fall on
ngrladtoral wers. 1o cffoct, this would reduce sgricullurat perations by 4D to 60 perccat snd halt
o educe cunea Jevels of mundipal wt industrial developmem (refes o dic following
sortneconomics discussion). Thin Allernative represents the most probable sconario i the Stute
Watar Resowrces Control Borrd were: (o intesvene, Stale intervuniion would occas as o rosull of tha
PVWMA's fuilure 1o implement a BMP, which is in essence what would oceur under this Alcrmative,
The State by statutvry adjudication would indituic someone 10 regulsic and ovemee the
appropriatinn of water in the Rasin, resulting in stnagent pumping controls.

Ther: ate Towever, OINer wipa the Demand Management Alisrnaiive coukl be fvmalsi
woull lnvolve the acquisition of loml or wates rights ta meet overdrsit sodaction goals, The BMP
cons(dered o demand monagement clement which invnlved the nequisitson of laod 10 meet ovetdialt
reduction goais. The reliucment of 6,500 acres of cousial wrea Lund from irrigatod ogriculture coukd

fig-term ¥ i pumping u T wiler ton ) tlve remaimny
_

(7] §. 14
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So ... to get to the point... @ w‘ow.“"}\;bes‘l' ‘Hﬁd‘\- moﬁe\_y)CC&N“ bb‘j.., Cov

I have an 8000 acre real estate acquisition/project/deal here in the
Monterey Bay which doubles as a shove! ready but no shove! even required
24,000 acre teet per year $400,000.000 Prop 1 funded ground water and
habitat/wetlands/coastal access "Coast Dairies II" type conservation project.

May | describe it to you as | did recently in a comment to "Shaping Groung

Water Storage” in the California Water Blog @
htip://californiawaterblog com/. . ./shaping-water-storage-in-.. ./ ?

"Douglas Deitch says:
November 20, 2014 at 11:39 am

As we all know, our natural systems such as particularly our ground water
aquiters. provide the best opportunities for California water storage. Just
eliminating chronic overdraft and water rnining of critically important food
production related water commons to stop the bieeding and commence
living within the sustainable agricuftural carrying capacity would be a major
victory and 's a more than obvious place to start.

Monterey Bay Conservancy has been continuously proposing such a water
project in the Monterey Bay/Pajaro Valley-PVWMA Region since 1998 {
nttp-fwwsy. pogonip.orgisolution.htmi . hitp:#www. pogonip.org/WaterD...
/98USGS TechnicalMemorandum. pdf , http fwww.begentlewiththeearth.ney/
- itp:fiwww . begentiewiththeearth.org! ) 10 correct the decades long
massive ag overdrafting and water mining in this area which has actually
increased by over 27% over the last few growing seasons in response to
this record drought, with no production reductions at all.

With the passage of the $7.5 billion water bond, around $400.000,000 is
now available to implement a shovel ready (but no shovel even required)
immediate and 100% sure fire in perpetuity 24,000 acre oot per year water
conservation project which will terminate all future sait water intrusion in this
area, provide sustainable local ground water for all users, protect in
perpetuity some of this country's most rare and critical habitats, wetlands.
and farmlands. improve coastal access, improve and diversify the Jocal
economy and protect food production. and publicly acquire and fallow/dry
farm, for around 550,000 per acre ... htipZ/www.santacruzsentinel.com

/.. fretired-iederal-judge-bu... ... the around BOOO plus acres of iigated
tarmiands. 25% ot Pajaro Valley's total, on the ocean side of Highway One
from La Selva Beach. in Santa Cruz County, to Elkhorn Slough in Monterey

County.

! submit there is no better utifization ot around 5% of this bond's funding in
the State ot Calfornia ... and commencing living within our water means
here in the Monterey Bay.

i you think this approach might be a good one, as well, please repost this
anc pay a tew bucks 10 "boost" it to others here in the Monterey Bay and
Califarnia on Facebook who might iee! the same.

Many thanks,
Douglas Deitch
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Douglas Deitch says:

May 11,2015 a1 B:14 &

... please specifically note re: “New Ground Water Sustainability” legislation,

“10720.5. NO MODIFICATION OF WATER RIGHTS OR PRIORITIES, AND NO
DETERMINATION OF WATER RIGHTS PURSUANT TO THIS PART

(a) Groundwaler management pursuant to this part shall be consistent with
Section 2 of Article X of the California Constitution. Nothing in this part modifies
rights or priorities to use or stare groundwater consistent with Section 2 of Arhicle
X of the California Constitution, except that in basins designated medium- or
high-priority basins by the department, no extraction of groundwater between
January 1, 2015, and the date of adoption of & groundwater sustainability plan
pursuant to this part, whichever is sooner, may be used as evidence of, or to
establish or defend against, any claim of prescription.

{(b) Nothing in this part, or in any groundwater management plan adapted
pursuant to this part, determines or alters surface water rights or groundwater
rights under common law or any provision of law that determines or grants
surface waler rights.”



———= ANALYTICAL CHEMISTS

and
BACTERIOLOGISTS

Approved by State of California

Brad Landino Well Drilling
P.O. Box 1990

Aptos, CA 95001-1990
Attn:; Brad Landino

Date Received: October 2, 2015
Project # / Name:
Water System #: NA

Sample Identification: 540 Hudson Lane - Well 1, sampled 10/2/2015 11:30:00AM

None / Doug Detich, 540 Hudson Lane

Sampler Name / Co.:  Brad Landino / Brad Landino Well Drilling

Waork Order # 5100075

EXHIBIT 1

TEL: 831-724-5422
FAX: 831-724-3188

Reporting Date: October 12, 2015

Matrix: Water State
Laboratory #: 5100075-01 Drinking
Water Analysis Date
Results Units RL Limits 1 Method Analyzed Flags
Total Dissolved Solids 290 mg/L 10 1000 SM2540C 10/0715
Nitrate as NO3 ND mg/L 1.0 45 EPA 300.0 10/0215
Chlaride 29 mg/L 1.0 500 EPA 300.0 10/02/15
Iron ND ug/L 50 300 EPA 200.7 10/0715
Manganese ND ugfL 20 50 EPA 200.7 10/07115

v \\

Lo

v/

RL - are levels down to which we can quantify with reliability,

State Drinking Water Limits: - as listed by California Administrative Code, Title 22.

* _a * in the left hand margin of the report means

Page 1 of 1

a result below this level is reported as "ND" for Not Detected.

that particular constituent is above the California Drinking Water Limits.

ik, Gptlormy



EXHIBIT 2

May 19, 2016

Mark Nordberg, GSA Project Manager Senior Engineering Geologist
901 P Street, Room 213A
Box 942836 Sacramento, CA 94236

Re:  Notice of Intent of Santa Cruz Mid-County Groundwater Agency to Become a
Groundwater Sustainability Agency

Dear Mr. Nordberg:

As outlined in California Water Code, Part 2.74, Sustainable Groundwater Management Act
(SGMA), sections 10723(d), 10723.6(a)(1), and 10723.8, the newly formed joint exercise of
powers agency, the Santa Cruz Mid-County Groundwater Agency (MGA or Agency) hereby
declares its intention to assume the role as a Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) for the
proposed Santa Cruz Mid-County Groundwater Basin. The members of the Agency include the
Central Water District, the City of Santa Cruz, the County of Santa Cruz, and the Soquel Creek
Water District.

On March 17, 2016, Agency Board of Directors convened for the first time, elected officers,
adopted a budget for FY 2017, set a public hearing on becoming the designated GSA for the
proposed Santa Cruz Mid-County Groundwater Basin for May 19, 2016, and directed staff to
publish the required public notice as per California Government Code §6066 (see Attachment 1).

Also on March 17, 2016, the Agency took over from its predecessor Soquel-Aptos Groundwater
Management Committee as the requesting agency for the basin boundary modification request
proposing the Santa Cruz Mid-County Groundwater Basin. The proposed Santa Cruz Mid-
County Groundwater Basin is generally a basin consolidation of all or parts of four existing
Bulletin 118 groundwater basins: Soquel Valley (3-1), West Santa Cruz Terrace (3-26), Santa

Cruz Purisima Formation (3-21)., and Pajaro Valley (3-2) Groundwater Basins.

On May 19, 2016, the Agency held a duly noticed public hearing and passed Resolution 2016~
001 (Attachment 2) wherein the Agency resolved to become a GSA for the proposed Santa Cruz
Mid-County Groundwater Agency. Attachment 2A is a map of the proposed Santa Cruz Mid-
County Groundwater Basin (the Basin) that the new Agency intends to manage. 1t is the
intention of the Agency to manage the modified basin as approved by the Department of Water
Resources even if the approved basin includes minor revisions to the proposed basin shown in
Altachment 2A. Attachment 3 is a copy of the fully executed Joint Powers Agreement for the
Santa Cruz Mid-County Groundwater Agency and Attachment 4 is copy of the Agency’s
Bylaws.
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Identification and Engagement of Interested Parties

Water Code section 10723.8(a)(4) requires a list of interested parties developed pursuant to
Water Code section 10723.2 and an explanation of how their interests will be considered in the
development and operation of the GSA and the development and implementation of the agency’s
sustainability plan.

Since 2014, the Santa Cruz Mid-County Groundwater Agency (MGA) and its predecessors, the
Soquel-Aptos Groundwater Management Committee and the Basin Implementation Group, have
been employing a comprehensive outreach strategy. The MGA has a Community Engagement
Plan which was developed by the Center for Collaborative Policy in conjunction with the MGA
and includes the input of 22 stakeholders who were interviewed during development.
Stakeholders included representatives from:

Elected officials and staff from the MGA member agencies

Staff from outside agencies and departments

Private well owners and Small Water System operators

Large water users in the basin-Basin (business and institutional)

Agricultural users

Environmental non-profits and community groups

Environmental scientists and regulators

Tribal representative

Outreach includes: an informative website (midcountygroundwater.org), which staff updates
regularly; an electronic newsletter sent before important events; public notification before all
MGA meetings; radio interviews; meetings with newspaper editorial boards; targeted stakeholder
meetings; and occasional mailers in the form of postcards and bill inserts.

To date, eight informational meetings for the public have been held. Notification for the
meetings has included ads in multiple local newspapers, on social media, electronic newsletters
from all of the partner agencies, and postcards mailed to all private well owners, based on
County Assessor records. A targeted meeting of interested private well owners hosted by the
private well representatives on the MGA was also held.

The MGA will continue to engage these interests and any other interested persons or entities,
including various regulatory agencies and neighboring GSAs, as it takes steps to develop and
implement a Groundwater Sustainability Plan. This includes, but is not limited to, the following;

a. Holders of overlying groundwater rights

i.  Agricultural users:
There is farming within the boundary area, using an estimated 10% of the total water pumped
from the basinBasin. The Ag sector comprises vineyards, vegetables, orchards, nurseries, and
berries. The majority of the farming is done by a few large operations. In addition to the broad
outreach, large operators will be notified individually and brought in for an introductory meeting.
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One of the private well representatives who sits on the MGA Board of Directors is from the Ag
sector.

ii. Domestic Well Users:
Residential Private well owners use an estimated 10% of total water use in the basirnBasin. To
make sure this group receives fair representation, three private well owners were appointed to the
MGA after a selection process. They have already held one meeting targeting private well
owners. The County sent 1700 postcards on behalf of the MGA to the owners of properties with
private wells. The County will be using a grant from DWR, in which additional targeted outreach
in the form of well soundings, conservation audits and additional meetings are planned.

b. Municipal well operators;

Elected officials from all the municipal well operators in the Basin are represented on the
Agency Board. These are Soquel Creek Water District, Central Water District, and the City of
Santa Cruz Water Department.

c. Public water systems;

All of the Public Water Systems operators in the County are on the MGA email list. The County
oversees the public water systems in the region and offers quarterly forums. The SGMA has been
discussed in several of these, and staff from the MGA partner agencies have presented.

d. Local land use planning agencies.

The land use planning agencies in the basin Basin are the County of Santa Cruz, City of Santa
Cruz, and the City of Capitola. Two County Supervisors are on the MGA. The newsletters are
distributed to County Supervisors, City Council members, and key staff from those agencies.
Staff from the MGA will make presentations to planning agency staff and officials as necessary.

e. Environmental users of groundwater;

Groundwater from the basin-Basin helps to supply streamflow fish habitat, riparian vegetation
and recreational use. Agencies with interest in maintaining flow for environmental uses are the
US Fish and Wildlife Service, NOAA Fisheries, California Department of Fish and Wildlife, the
State Water Board, the County of Santa Cruz, and the City of Capitola. Representatives of these
agencies are on the email list. There are numerous non-profit environmental groups operating in
the Basin. The member agencies of the MGA have long relationships with these groups and
interact with many of them regularly. Representatives from the organizations have been added to
the email list.

f. Surface water users, if there is a hydrologic connection between surface and
groundwater bodies;

There are no large scale users of surface water in the basinBasin, but there are numerous small
users. Surface water rights in the Soquel Creek Watershed have been adjudicated and the
legitimate users of surface water have been designated. Some small water systems or agricultural
users may use surface water, however, as noted above those groups will already be engaged in
the process. Domestic surface water users are included in the broad notification to private
property owners in the basinBasin.

|
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g. The federal government, including, but not limited to, the military and managers of
federal lands;

The member agencies of the MGA work regularly with several Federal agencies including the
USGS, the US Fish and Wildlife Service, the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary and the
National Marine Fisheries Service (NOAA Fisheries). Appropriate staffs from those agencies are
on the email listserve. There are no military or federally-owned lands in the Basin.

h. California Native American tribes;

Staff has been developing relationships with representatives of the local tribes to ensure they are
engaged with the process. One representative was interviewed during the development of the
Community Engagement Plan.

i. Disadvantaged communities (DAC), including, but not limited to, those served by
private domestic wells or small community water systems;

Based on 2010 Census data, there are several DAC census blocks located within the service areas
of the municipal water agencies located in the Western area of the Basin. The planned outreach
process is comprehensive and will reach those areas. Additional efforts to provide targeted
outreach to DACs are being undertaken through the IRWM process and involves staff from the
MGA member agencies.

i Entities listed in Section 10927 that are monitoring and reporting groundwater
elevations in all or a part of a groundwater basin managed by the GSA. [CA Water Code
Section 10723.2.]

The agencies conducting groundwater monitoring and reporting activities for the basin-Basin are
the County, the City of Santa Cruz, the Soquel Creek Water District, and Central Water District.
All these agencies are members of the MGA.

As demonstrated by the information presented above, the MGA is committed to an open and
inclusive process to implement the SGMA. Interest parties will have opportunities, both formal
and informal, to provide input to the MGA Board and to participate in the development and
public review of the Groundwater Sustainability Plan.

Sincerely yours,

Bruce Jaffe, Chair
Santa Cruz Mid-County Groundwater Agency Board of Directors
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Attachments:

1. Copy of Required Public Notice of May 19, 2016 Public Hearing on the Santa Cruz Mid-
County Groundwater Agency being designated as the Groundwater Sustainability
Agency for the Santa Cruz Mid-County Groundwater Basin

2. Santa Cruz Mid-County Groundwater Agency Resolution 2016-001 Stating the Board’s
Intent to be the Groundwater Sustainability Agency for the Santa Cruz Mid-County
Groundwater Basin

2.A  Santa Cruz Mid-County Groundwater Basin Map
3. Santa Cruz Mid-County Groundwater Agency Joint Exercise of Powers Agreement
4. Santa Cruz Mid-County Groundwater Agency Bylaws
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COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
SANTA CRUZ COUNTY

Memorandum of Agreement
Staff Support to the Santa Cruz Mid-County Groundwater
Agency

This memorandum of agreement (MOA) indicates a voluntary agreement between the
signing parties regarding the dedicated staff support and administrative assistance to be
provided by the Regional Water Management Foundation (RWMF), a subsidiary of the
Community Foundation Santa Cruz County (CFSCC), to the Santa Cruz Mid-County
Groundwater Agency (MGA).

INTENT

The purpose of this cooperative MOA is to affirm the mutual understanding of the
participating organizations with respect to their general roles and responsibilities.

BACKGROUND AND PARTNERS

Starting in 2015, the RWMF/CFSCC provided limited administrative staff support to
Soquel Creek Water District related to meetings of the Soquel Aptos Groundwater
Management Committee. This Committee disbanded with the formation of its successor
agency the MGA. In 2016, the MGA member agencies approached the RWMF/CFSCC
regarding staff support to assist this newly formed agency by providing a dedicated
senior level staff person to support the completion of a Groundwater Sustainability Plan
(GSP) and additional related staff to support this effort and related administrative duties
of the MGA. The development of the GSP is anticipated to occur from July 2016 until
July 2018.

The partners to this MOA include:

¢ Santa Cruz Mid-County Groundwater Agency (www.midcountygroundwater.org)
e Community Foundation Santa Cruz County

(www.cfscc.org)

Regional Water Management Foundation

(www.rwmf.org)

Santa Cruz Mid-County Groundwater Agency

Memorandum of Agreement Page 1

Page 51 of 112



EXHIBIT 3 ATTACHMENT - ITEM 5.2

In response to California’s landmark Sustainable Groundwater Management Act
(SGMA), the Santa Cruz Mid-County Groundwater Agency (MGA) was established in
2016 to serve as the groundwater sustainability agency (GSA) for the mid-County
groundwater basin. The MGA was formed by a Joint Exercise of Powers Agreement
entered into by the County of Santa Cruz, City of Santa Cruz, Central Water District and
Soquel Creek Water District, effective March 17, 2016. The MGA intends to develop
and implement a Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) for the Santa Cruz Mid-County
Groundwater Basin under the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act of 2014
(SGMA). The Agency is governed by an 11-member Board of Directors consisting of
two representatives from each of the member agencies and three public representatives
appointed by the member directors. The MGA currently operates under a cooperative
staff arrangement with staffing provided by the executive team, designated member
agency staff and consultant services.

Community Foundation Santa Cruz County

Community Foundation Santa Cruz County (CFSCC) formed in 1982. CFSCC works to
improve the quality of life in Santa Cruz County, and beyond, through philanthropy.
Currently at $100 million in assets, CFSCC supports nonprofit activities in fields that
include the arts, education, health, human services, environment and disaster relief. In
2015, the CFSSC awarded $4.75 million in grants to nonprofits.

Regional Water Management Foundation

The RWMF formed in 2007 as a subsidiary of the Community Foundation Santa Cruz
County (CFSCC). The RWMF is a separate 501(c)(3) tax-exempt nonprofit organization
with its office located at the CFSCC. The RWMF was established to support local
agencies in Santa Cruz County Integrated Regional Water Management (IRWM) efforts.
The primary objectives of the RWMF are to (1) protect communities in Santa Cruz
County from water shortages and floods; (2) protect and improve water quality and the
natural environment; and, (3) improve water supply reliability in Santa Cruz County. The
RWMF served as the grantee on four Integrated Regional Water Management (IRWM)
grants awarded by the state, providing approximately $14.8m to support water resource
planning and projects. The RWMF served as the fiscal agent and provided management
and administration of these grants. The RWMF has also provided administrative support
to local agencies for other water related grants.

RWMF staff members are employees of CFSCC. CFSCC is responsible for recruiting,
hiring and maintaining the employment relationship for employees that are leased to
RWMF pursuant to an Employee Lease Agreement.

RWMF Supporting Services

Representatives of the agencies forming the MGA requested RWMF provide a budget
to render supporting services to the MGA. RWMF provided a budget (dated March 10,
2016) which anticipated staffing needs of 1.5 full-time equivalent staff, a full-time Senior
Water Resource Planner, 15% of the RWMF Program Director’s time and 35% of an
administrative staff member’s time. The budget projection included a 10%
administrative fee (based on actual personnel compensation and benefits) which
provides compensation for office space and related office expenses. In March 20186,
the MGA Board approved the executive committee’s staffing recommendation for

Memorandum of Agreement Page 2
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RWMF support and also approved the MGA annual budget for 2016/17 which included
the anticipated expenses for RWMF staff support.

PARTNER ROLES

Regional Water Management Foundation

The RWMF will provide dedicated staffing and administrative assistance to the MGA to
facilitate the preparation of the GSP and conduct other administrative functions. It is
anticipated that this would consist of one dedicated Senior Water Resource Planner
position (1 Full time employee (FTE)), the RWMF Program Director (0.15 FTE), and
administrative personnel (0.35 FTE).

Senior Water Resource Planner will play a key role in the development of the GSP.
With direction from the MGA executive team, the Senior Planner will have the principal
role in content development for the GSP. The Senior Planner’s role will vary across the
different sections and developmental stages of the GSP and include leading certain
tasks, participating in designing and supporting other tasks, and providing support to the
MGA executive team, subcommittees and/or consultants. The Senior Planner will be
supervised by the RWMF Program Director and report to the MGA executive team. The
Senior Planner will be located at the Soquel Creek Water District and will routinely
coordinate with the RWMF program director and work in close coordination with staff of
the agencies that comprise the MGA. The development of the GSP is anticipated to
occur from July 2016 to July 2018; the position is not anticipated to continue in the
same capacity following the completion of the GSP.

Typical Duties:

e Leads drafting and editing the GSP content

¢ Plans, coordinates, directs assigned efforts related to the completion of the GSP

¢ Coordinates and participates in the review of pertinent local planning, resource
planning and water supply documents

¢ Develops and presents analyses and reports related to complex questions
related to SGMA and the GSP to provide information and recommendations to
the MGA

e Analyzes information related to SGMA to determine conformity with laws,
regulations, and policies

¢ Initiates and facilitates in inter-agency coordination on planning activities
Drafts and edits reports for the MGA
Makes presentations and prepares material for the MGA, agencies, and
community groups
May provide direction to professional, technical and office support staff
May provide direction and manage the work of consultants performing planning
projects or studies

RWMF Program Director will serve as a member or the MGA executive team that
oversees and provides direction to the Senior Water Resource Planner.

Typical Duties:

. ___
Memorandum of Agreement Page 3
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¢ Participates as member of the executive team

e Will be the supervisor of the Senior Water Resource Planner and administrative
support provided by RWMF. This includes managing all employment related
issues such as participating in employee evaluations and relationship with
CFSCC.

e Limited participation the review and preparation of the GSP and related items

e Attendance at MGA Board of Directors meetings
Day-to-day oversight and direction to the RWMF Administrative staff related to
MGA tasks

e Preparation of an annual budget for RWMF/CFSCC support to the MGA

RWMF administrative personnel will provide support to the Senior Water Resource
Planner, RWMF Program Director, and MGA.

Typical Duties:

e Support to the Senior Water Resource Planner, includes but is not limited to:
research assistance; document review; data compilation; preparation or review of
GSP related documents; scheduling and/or notetaking at meetings

e MGA Board of Directors meeting support, including: distribution of meeting
notices, compilation of packets and agendas, and supporting material

e Attendance at MGA Board of Directors meetings, preparation of minutes

Santa Cruz Mid-County Groundwater Agency

The MGA has the responsibility of developing its guiding policies that will inform the
development of the GSP. MGA appointed subcommittees will oversee the development
these guiding policies. The MGA executive team is tasked with overseeing the
completion of the GSP. Duties of the MGA executive team related to the GSP
completion and the RWMF/CFSCC include:
e Providing direction to the Water Resource Senior Planner on tasks related to the
completion of the GSP
e Attendance at regularly scheduled meetings with the Water Resource Senior
Planner
* Routine communications with the RWMF Program Director and Senior Planner
e Promptly pay (within 30 days of receipt) invoices submitted by RWMF

INVOICING

The RWMF will invoice the MGA on a monthly basis for work performed and costs
incurred in support of the MGA. The invoice will include a summary of services
performed, hours worked and hourly rates, and a reasonable itemization with supporting
documentation for any costs incurred (e.g., employee vehicle mileage for meetings,
etc.). Hourly billing rates and administrative fees will be consistent with the proposed
budget provided by the RWMF to the MGA.

OFFICE SPACE, SUPPLIES, EQUIPMENT, etc.

Memorandum of Agreement Page 4
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The CFSCC will provide office space, supplies, computer, telephone, internet services
and related items necessary for personnel to provide the services outlined in this
agreement for the RMWF Program Director and the RWMF Administrative staff.

The MGA will provide office space at the Soquel Creek Water District, supplies,
computer, telephone, internet services and related items necessary for the Senior Water
Resource Planner to provide the services outlined in this agreement.

TERM OF THIS AGREEMENT

The term of this agreement is effective May 19, 2016 upon execution of all parties and
will remain in effect through the completion and MGA Board approval of the GSP. The
agreement may be extended upon mutual agreement of all parties.

TERMINATION

This MOA may be terminated with or without cause, in whole or in part, by mutual
agreement of the partners. For individual entities withdrawing from the partnership,
verbal, email or written notice shall be given to RWMF President, the CFSCC Chief
Executive Officer and the MGA Board of Directors Chair.

- _  _  _ _ __ _ _ _ __ ___  _ _ _______________________________]
Memorandum of Agreement Page 5
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Signing this MOA indicates agreement with the foregoing.

W S49-#6

Chair, San{a Cruz Mid-County Groundwater Agency Date

v %}JM S-1o-/6

CEO, Community Foundation Santa Cruz County Date

A Mwﬁ; /3 G/7/1e

President, Regional Water Management Foundation  Date

Memorandum of Agreement Page 6
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