
Written Correspondence posted along with the March 21, 2024 Board Packet: 

1. Email from Becky Steinbruner to Basin Point of Contact Gmail, dated 
January 15, 2024, and MGA response dated January 16, 2024 (Page 1).

2. Emails between Becky Steinbruner and the MGA regarding appropriate 
Gmail addresses/accounts dated January 16 – 17, 2024 (Page 11).

3. Response/Clarification from Georgina King of Montgomery and Associates, 
dated January 24, 2024 (Page 13).
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January 24, 2024 

Mr. Ron Duncan 

General Manager  

Soquel Creek Water District 

5180 Soquel Dr. 

Soquel CA 95073 

SUBJECT: CLARIFICATION OF MS. STEINBRUNER’S 
MISREPRESENTATION OF MY DECEMBER 14, 2023 PRESENTATION TO 
THE MGA BOARD 

Dear Mr. Duncan: 

It has come to my attention that Ms. Becky Steinbruner is repeatedly misrepresenting an excerpt 

of my statements during a public presentation to the Santa Cruz Mid-County Groundwater 

Agency (MGA) Board of Directors at its December 14, 2023 meeting on the Groundwater 

Sustainability Plan (GSP) 2025 Periodic Evaluation. Ms. Steinbruner is using my quote out of 

context to support her opposition to Pure Water Soquel. Furthermore, Ms. Steinbruner’s 

conclusion, based on misrepresentation of my quote, is erroneous. The Santa Cruz Mid-County 

Basin (Basin) still has GSP-defined undesirable results occurring, has not yet achieved 

sustainability, and a project like Pure Water Soquel is needed to eliminate undesirable results for 

seawater intrusion and depletion of interconnected surface water.  

Ms. Steinbruner, in her petition for reconsideration of permit approval and request for stay of 

permit approval related to Order R3-2023-0033 and Order R3-2023-0001, states: 

“Ms. King made the statement at the December 14 Mid County Groundwater Agency 

Board meeting that  "Overall, the Basin is doing pretty well."  Therefore, according to 

Ms. King's expert opinion, there was no sense of urgency at all regarding the PureWater 

Soquel Project permit approvals.”  

A recording of the meeting posted on the MGA’s website (https://bit.ly/MGA_Board_12-14-

2023) provides an accurate record of what I said regarding the Basin doing well and the context 

it was made in. The second part of the quote from Ms. Steinbruner’s petition, “Therefore, 

according to Ms. King's expert opinion, there was no sense of urgency at all regarding the 

PureWater Soquel Project permit approvals”, is an inference by Ms. Steinbruner and not 

something I said during the meeting or at any time.  
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The context of my saying “Overall, the Basin is doing pretty well” was regarding re-evaluating 

the basin’s sustainability goal as part of the GSP’s Periodic Evaluation due to California 

Department of Water Resources (DWR) in January 2025. Slide 5 of the presentation (shown 

below) was being displayed at the time I made this comment (recording timestamp 00:36:37). By 

saying the Basin is doing pretty well, I was referring to how Basin conditions were mostly on 

track to meet the sustainability goal by January 2040, which is the date the MGA needs to 

demonstrate to DWR that there are no undesirable results to the Basin’s groundwater beneficial 

users and uses.  

Figure 1. Slide 5 of December 14, 2023 Presentation 

My statement during the presentation that “the Basin is going along pretty well” referred to how 

the Basin/MGA is progressing along the path to sustainability. DWR gives all Groundwater 

Sustainability Agencies (GSAs) 20 years to achieve sustainability, where sustainability is a 

condition with no undesirable results occurring to groundwater beneficial users and uses. GSAs 

are required to prepare and submit annual reports and periodic evaluations of their GSPs. As 

reported for Water Year (WY) 2022 and will also be reported in the WY2023 Annual Report, the 

Basin still has GSP-defined undesirable results for seawater intrusion occurring and therefore has 

not yet achieved sustainability. As indicated by slide 5, part of the path to sustainability includes 

implementing projects and management actions. The GSP includes Pure Water Soquel as a 

project to achieve sustainability. One component of the Basin doing pretty well on the path to 

sustainability is the progress achieved in implementing projects like Pure Water Soquel. 



 

3 

The GSP demonstrated that the Pure Water Soquel project is needed to improve groundwater 

conditions in the Basin to the point where the Basin is sustainable. For example, Appendix 2-I of 

the GSP shows how injection of purified water and redistribution of groundwater pumping made 

possible by Pure Water Soquel is projected to raise groundwater levels above minimum 

thresholds to prevent undesirable results for seawater intrusion and depletion of interconnected 

surface water. Pure Water Soquel is projected to reduce undesirable results in advance of the 

January 2040 deadline and maintain that sustainability for a further 30 years to 2070 as required 

by the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA). Although SGMA provides 20 years 

to achieve sustainability, this should not be considered a reason to delay projects for achieving 

sustainability. Reducing undesirable results earlier will reduce the risk of seawater intrusion 

affecting beneficial users and uses. 

For example, one of the undesirable results in the Basin occurs in the Seascape area where 

chloride concentrations are increasing, which indicates advancing seawater intrusion. As part of 

my presentation on the 2025 Periodic Evaluation, I also presented results of a study looking into 

potential causes of the chloride increases (recording timestamp 01:02:02). In the final public 

comment period of the December 14, 2023 MGA Board meeting, Ms. Steinbruner actually 

proposed that Pure Water Soquel water be used at the Seascape Golf Course, as a solution to 

reduce groundwater pumping in the Seascape area where increased seawater intrusion in the 

Purisima F aquifer unit is occurring (recording timestamp 01:36:17). Pure Water Soquel provides 

the benefit suggested by Ms. Steinbruner and the planned implementation of the project includes 

a similar concept. As I described in the presentation (recording timestamp 01:17:08), Pure Water 

Soquel will reduce nearby Soquel Creek Water District pumping with the goal of helping slow 

seawater intrusion in the area. Granting Ms. Steinbruner’s petition will delay the ability to 

address this existing and worsening undesirable result. 

I appreciate the opportunity to provide clarification to the misrepresentation of my presentation 

at the December 14, 2023 MGA Board meeting and to refute the conclusion drawn by Ms. 

Steinbruner that she is citing as mine.  If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to 

me. 

Sincerely, 

MONTGOMERY & ASSOCIATES 

Georgina King, P.G., C.Hg. 

Principal Hydrogeologist 

gking@elmontgomery.com 
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